
“Inspiring and enabling 
regeneration through 
events and tourism.”

Innovation Award
Applications 2022

Deadline: 16th of September 2022

Submit your application via SurveyMonkey.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J72798S


Introduction

The Global Destination Sustainability 
Movement Innovation Award recognises 
and showcases a single destination using 
innovative solutions to drive sustainability 
performance.

Applications will be evaluated by a panel 
comprising 5 experienced event 
professionals and sustainability leaders.

The winner is announced at the 2022 ICCA 
Congress.

June 20th September 16th November 6-9th

Submissions 
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Submission 
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Winner is 
announced



Eligibility and Why Apply

Eligibility: Any destination that is part of the GDS-
Movement and feels it has an innovative 
programme or initiative promoting sustainability 
and regeneration is encouraged to apply. 

The initiative needs to have existed prior to GDSM 
receiving this application and must have 
measurable results.

Why Apply?

• Get exposure at the closing ceremony of the 
2022 ICCA Congress

• Get featured in our whitepaper

• Get featured in the press release of GDS-Index 
results

• Opportunity to present your initiative at the 
next GDS-Movement Feeling the Pulse Webinar 
in November, 2022



Please prepare a PowerPoint presentation of no more than 8 slides

about your innovative sustainability initiative(s) covering the following areas: 

How do I apply?

WHAT
What was the sustainability 
solution or initiative? Who were 
the stakeholders involved? Does 
it include non-MICE industry 
stakeholders?

WHY
What was the objective of your 
initiative? Were there any 
challenges they were meant to 
address? 

HOW
• What was the impact of the 

programme?
• How did you measure its 

impact and effectiveness? 
• How did you tell your story 

and engage others?

INNOVATION
How fresh, new or creative is 
your initiative? What makes it 
stand out from the crowd? Can 
the initiative(s) be replicated 
elsewhere and how do you plan 
on scaling this?

Deadline: 16th of September 2022
Submit your application via SurveyMonkey

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J72798S


Applications are evaluated by 4 key areas.

The panel of judges includes representatives 
from ICCA, IMEX, ECM, MCI, and Northstar
who assess the applications to determine the 
winner.

How will the applications be judged?

Innovation
How fresh, new, or creative 
is the idea? Does it appeal 

to global stakeholders?

Impact
How measurable are the 

impacts? What is the year-
on-year growth? Have 

stakeholders outside of the  
MICE industry been 

positively impacted as 
well?

Storytelling
Does the destination go 

the extra mile to illustrate 
the story in an appealing 

way using data and facts?

Leadership
Can the initiative be 

replicated elsewhere? Is 
the CVB taking active 

measures to share this 
initiative with other 

destinations?



Copenhagen Legacy Lab (CLL) is an innovative, 
systematic, and strategic initiative out of 
Copenhagen, designed to help international 
associations achieve long-term, positive and 
sustainable impacts from their global events 
and developed for the benefit, transformation, 
and flourishment of both the association, its 
communities, the host destination and society 
at large. 
It seeks to further integrate international 
congresses held in Danish capital together with 
the government authorities, local public, trade 
industries, science and research communities, 
start ups, NGO’s - and doing this by facilitating 
proactive exploration and development of value 
creating impact activities.

Past Innovation Award Winners - 2021

Kit Lykketoft receiving the 2021 GDS-Index Innovation Award from James Rees, President 
of ICCA, and Guy Bigwood, Managing Director of the GDS-Movement

https://www.wonderfulcopenhagen.com/cll


The panel most recently selected Sydney to win 
the GDS-Index Innovation Award 2019 for its 
outstanding “Sustainable Destination 
Partnership”. 

Sydney’s multi-stakeholder collaboration first 
enabled in the environmental foot-printing of 
the Sydney hospitality sector, then the co-
creation of a pioneering strategy to achieve a 
70% reduction in carbon emissions and divert 
90% of the sector’s waste from landfills by 2030. 

The jury was also impressed by the joint-
second-place projects presented by Wonderful 
Copenhagen’s Stakeholder Engagement 
programme and Ljubljana Tourism’s Green 
Supply Chains initiative.

Past Innovation Award Winners - 2019

Richard Yore from Business Events Sydney receiving the 2019 
GDS-Index Innovation Award from James Rees, President of ICCA, 
and Guy Bigwood, Managing Director of the GDS-Movement



The judging panel chose Copenhagen as the 
2018 Innovation Award winner.

Wonderful Copenhagen released a bold, long-
term strategy, “Tourism for Good”. This 
strategy’s ambition is to “make tourism part 
of the solutions for a sustainable future, not a 
part of the problem. Tourism is not a goal in 
itself, it is a means to a sustainable end”.

The jury was also impressed by the runner-up 
projects presented by Helsinki and Sydney.

Past Innovation Award Winners - 2018

From Left:  Mélanie Delaplanche – MCI Group Sustainability Services 
Director, Kit Lykketof – Director of the Wonderful Copenhagen Convention 
Bureau, and James Rees – President of ICCA.



In 2017, the panel elected Gothenburg the  
Innovation Award winner.

The city was recognised for its pioneering 
app, “Got Event”,  that facilitates greater 
accessibility for events. It’s the first of its kind 
to address accessibility at events and venues. 
This enhances the events experience for 
those living with accessibility challenges. 

Zurich and Rotterdam’s inspiring initiatives 
earned them positions as finalists.

Past Innovation Award Winners - 2017

From Left: Nina Freysen-Pretorius – President of ICCA, Annika Hallman –
Director of the Gothenburg Convention Bureau, Aileen Crawford - Head of 
Conventions at Glasgow Convention Bureau, and Martin Sirk - CEO of ICCA 
at ICCA 2017



2016 saw Helsinki recognised as the GDSM 
Innovation winner.

Helsinki received the for its “Greening Events 
Project”,  a creative, joint venture between 
the neighbouring cities of Helsinki, Espoo, 
and Vantaa. It aimed to develop substantial 
ways of implementing environmental 
management at events in the capital area in 
Finland. 

Close runners-up were Stuttgart, Kyoto, and 
Gothenburg, who deserve honourable 
mentions for their innovative submissions. It 
was undoubtedly a tough decision for the 
judging panellists!

Past Innovation Award Winners - 2016



We look forward to receiving your applications!

The winner will be announced at the
2022 ICCA Congress


